BRYAN STEIL. WISCONSIN One Hundred Eighteenth

cHARHAN Congress of the United States

BARRY LOUDERMILK, GEORGIA

H. MORGAN GRIFFITH, VIRGINIA House of Representatives
GREGORY F. MURPHY, NORTH CAROLINA

STEPHANIE 1. BICE, OKLAHOMA COMMITTEE ON HOUSE ADMINISTRATION
MIKE CAREY, OHIO 1309 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
ANTHONY D'ESPOSITO, NEW YORK WASHINGTON, D C. 20816-6157

LAUREL M. LEE, FLORIDA {202} 225-8281 | CHA HOUSE.GOV

MICHAEL PLATT
STAFF DIRECTOR

JOSEPH D. MORELLE, NEW YORK
RANKING MINGRITY MEMBER

TERRI A, SEWELL, ALABAMA,
DEREK KILMER, WASHINGTON
NORMA J, TORRES, CALIFORNIA

JAMIE FLEET
MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR

March 8, 2024

The Honorable Mike Johnson

Speaker

United States House of Representatives
H-232 The Capitol

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker Johnson:

As Speaker, it is your duty to preserve order and decorum in the House of Representatives.! Last
night during the State of the Union address, you failed to perform that duty.

As you know, official resources of the House—including the House Chamber—may not be used
for campaign or political purposes.? However, as noted extensively in public reporting,
Congresswoman Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-GA) wore a hat with a political campaign slogan
during the address.’® Appallingly, according to Ms. Greene herself, she was approached by the
Sergean: at Arms who asked her to take the hat off because it violated the rules of decorum. She
refused.

Recounting the exchange, she said, “I was like, ‘You can hold me out of here. Go ahead and try it,
but I'm not going to take this hat off.’> Her refusal to remove the hat was juvenile and showed
immense disrespect—not just to the President himself, but to the office of the presidency and the
House as an institution. That her impertinence extended to a nonpartisan House officer simply
trying to perform their duties and maintain order is beyond the pale.

The disrespect did not end there. As further observed in public reporting, House Republicans
“repeatedly heckled President Biden,”® “jeered and interrupted Biden during his speech,” and led

! House Rule T, cl 2.

? See House Ethics Manual, p. 127.
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to “the House chamber descending again into a reality television program”.® This behavior was
offensive and disappointing. However, it speaks to House Republican’s dysfunction and inability
to perform the basic duties of governing and institutional management that it was wholly
unsurprising.

There are approximately 300 days left in the 118™ Congress. Whether those 300 days are marked
by a House chamber resembling a middle school auditorium or the venerable institution in which

we were elected to serve is up to you.

Sincerely,

. Morelle
Ranking Member
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