
November 21, 2025

The Honorable John Thune 
Majority Leader 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Leader Thune:

We write to demand that the Senate immediately take up the House-passed bill repealing the corrupt provision 
you quietly inserted into last week’s government funding legislation, effectively legalizing a taxpayer-funded 
payoff to eight Republican senators. 

Americans are tired of watching politicians come to Washington to get rich while everyday Americans face 
skyrocketing costs and struggle to make ends meet. Your provision, slipped into the bill in the dead of night, 
would funnel millions of public dollars into the pockets of Republican senators who may have had knowledge 
of, or even played a part in, President Trump’s efforts to overturn the 2020 presidential election—including the 
violent January 6, 2021, attack on this institution. 

Subpoenas for phone records are among the most routine investigatory tools used by law enforcement. If you 
believe the law provides inadequate protections for Americans’ civil liberties, then you are well-positioned to 
convene hearings, draft legislation, propose changes to the law, and debate them publicly. Instead, you chose to 
carve out special protections for eight of your Republican colleagues. This is a textbook example of why 
Americans’ confidence in government continues to erode. 

This is not a theoretical exercise intended to deter future misconduct at the Department of Justice. Recently, 
Senator Lindsey Graham said he intends to sue the American taxpayer for “tens of millions of dollars.”1 This is 
completely unacceptable. 

Adding this provision to what was supposedly a “clean” funding bill was wrong. Rarely in life do we get a 
second chance to do the right thing. The House has now given you such an opportunity. We urge you, in the 
strongest possible terms, to take it. 

Sincerely,

Joseph D. Morelle
Member of Congress

Hakeem Jeffries
Member of Congress

1 Sen. Lindsey Graham, Interview with Sean Hannity, Hannity (Fox News Nov. 18, 2025, 8:30 p.m. ET)



Katherine M. Clark
Member of Congress

Pete Aguilar
Member of Congress

Joe Neguse
Member of Congress

Terri A. Sewell
Member of Congress

Norma J. Torres
Member of Congress

Julie Johnson
Member of Congress

Rosa L. DeLauro
Member of Congress

Frank Pallone, Jr.
Member of Congress

Maxine Waters
Member of Congress

Brendan F. Boyle
Member of Congress

Angie Craig
Member of Congress

Robert Garcia
Member of Congress

Jared Huffman
Member of Congress

Zoe Lofgren
Member of Congress
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James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

Gregory W. Meeks
Member of Congress

Jamie Raskin
Member of Congress

Robert C. "Bobby" Scott
Member of Congress

MARK TAKANO
Member of Congress

Bennie G. Thompson
Member of Congress

Nydia M. Velázquez
Member of Congress

Steny H. Hoyer
Member of Congress

Marcy Kaptur
Member of Congress

Nancy Pelosi
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Jerrold Nadler
Member of Congress

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress

Diana DeGette
Member of Congress
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John B. Larson
Member of Congress

Mike Thompson
Member of Congress

Stephen F. Lynch
Member of Congress

Linda T. Sánchez
Member of Congress

Emanuel Cleaver, II
Member of Congress

Al Green
Member of Congress

Debbie Wasserman Schultz
Member of Congress

Kathy Castor
Member of Congress

Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

Joe Courtney
Member of Congress

André Carson
Member of Congress

Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

Paul D. Tonko
Member of Congress

Mike Quigley
Member of Congress
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Judy Chu
Member of Congress

John Garamendi
Member of Congress

Bill Foster
Member of Congress

Suzanne Bonamici
Member of Congress

Dina Titus
Member of Congress

Joyce Beatty
Member of Congress

Lois Frankel
Member of Congress

Grace Meng
Member of Congress

Mark Pocan
Member of Congress

Eric Swalwell
Member of Congress

Juan Vargas
Member of Congress

Marc A. Veasey
Member of Congress

Robin L. Kelly
Member of Congress

Donald Norcross
Member of Congress

Page 5



Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

Seth Moulton
Member of Congress

Bonnie Watson Coleman
Member of Congress

Dwight Evans
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragán
Member of Congress

Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

Adriano Espaillat
Member of Congress

Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress

Mary Gay Scanlon
Member of Congress

Steven Horsford
Member of Congress

Sean Casten
Member of Congress

Jason Crow
Member of Congress

Madeleine Dean
Member of Congress
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Veronica Escobar
Member of Congress

Lizzie Fletcher
Member of Congress

Susie Lee
Member of Congress

Mike Levin
Member of Congress

Chris Pappas
Member of Congress

Greg Stanton
Member of Congress

Haley M. Stevens
Member of Congress

Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress

Teresa Leger Fernández
Member of Congress

Deborah K. Ross
Member of Congress

Ritchie Torres
Member of Congress

Troy A. Carter, Sr.
Member of Congress

Melanie Stansbury
Member of Congress

Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress
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Becca Balint
Member of Congress

Nikki Budzinski
Member of Congress

Greg Casar
Member of Congress

Jasmine Crockett
Member of Congress

Chris Deluzio
Member of Congress

Maxwell Alejandro Frost
Member of Congress

Dan Goldman 
Member of Congress

Glenn Ivey
Member of Congress

Jonathan L. Jackson
Member of Congress

Sydney Kamlager-Dove
Member of Congress

Seth Magaziner
Member of Congress

Morgan McGarvey
Member of Congress

Delia C. Ramirez
Member of Congress

Andrea Salinas
Member of Congress
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Jill Tokuda
Member of Congress

Jennifer L. McClellan
Member of Congress

Timothy M. Kennedy
Member of Congress

Wesley Bell
Member of Congress

Herbert C. Conaway, Jr.
Member of Congress

Maxine Dexter
Member of Congress

Sarah Elfreth
Member of Congress

Laura Friedman
Member of Congress

Pablo José Hernández
Member of Congress

John W. Mannion
Member of Congress

April McClain Delaney
Member of Congress

Kristen McDonald Rivet
Member of Congress

Johnny Olszewski, Jr.
Member of Congress

Nellie Pou
Member of Congress
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Luz M. Rivas
Member of Congress

Suhas Subramanyam
Member of Congress

James R. Walkinshaw
Member of Congress
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